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Soviet Turnabout 
On Cruise Missile | 
Linked to Tests. 


Tae “United Preis International =<. |“. ! 

- Withdrawal of Soviet demands for! 
“Strategte ‘arms limitation: treaty rea 
‘strictions on eruise missiles was pre-( 
ceded by tests in which Mig25 jet. 
fighters “shot down” drones similar | 
to the U.S, weapons, high-level Pen- | 
tagon sources said yesterday. "wy 

‘But a Defense Department spokes-. 

‘man, Thomas Ross, said the adminis. 
tration: is “confident that. the cruise. 
missile we are now building can pene: | 
‘trate. existing: Soviet air defenses”: 
and will be successful. against autre 
defenses aswell. % <4- 
- Ross-and-a spokesman ‘for ‘the Cen: 
tral Intelligence Agency: declined: to! 
comment‘ on’ recent: intelligence: dis 
coveries. involving issues that - are 
linked with SALT, but sources at the 
Pentagon. said new w developments Baye. 
come-to: light.” 

. Among them are: installation of. the 
$A10: .a new type. of. antiaircraft miis-| 
Sile. regarded as designed: in. part. of! 
combat: the. ¢ruise . missile; aboard 
ships now ‘being built in Soviet ship- 
yards and completion of a-new plant 
apparently. planned to.expand produc-: 
tion of ‘the: Soviet Backfire bomber. | 

The, Backfire, which can reach the | 
United States. at high altitudes, is ex-/ 
¢luded from. limitations-in the. SALT 
I treaty now being: negotiated. il 
* The‘ érulse missile is. a ‘small, pilot 
Jess jet plane that can carry a nuclear 
warhead to'a target with pinpoint ac-i 
curacy: by: following. a computerized | 
“map? of. ‘the ‘terrain over which. At 
flies, -- .." 

+ Soviet taste ‘of Mig25 Foxbat jets— 
high-altitude: interceptors—a gains t, 
drones: have. been. conducted: recently, 
sources: Said, : INeluding -some. shortly, 
sbéforte: Soviet. Foreign Minister Andre 
‘Gromyké-early. this; month: dropped ‘& 
“demand: “that. cruise: ‘missiles: ‘launched| 


The sources: contended, however, 
that. U.S. intelligence analysts are not 

e _ agreed: that Soviet radar capability 
, Was good enough in the last test to! 

- shoot down.a missile flying below 200 

: feet;:as. reported -by . Aviation Week 

and Space Technology magazine. The 

* . altitude‘is the same at which cruise 

missiles: ‘operate, piste shut tse 
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